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The MSUM women’s bas-
ketball team was one of over 
750 schools to participate in 
“Think Pink,” an event to 
show support in the aware-
ness of breast cancer. 
Players wore pink jerseys 
that were donated by Cheri 
Johnson of Personal Touch 
and the Kay Yow/WBCA 
Cancer Fund during their 
game against Northern State 
on Friday.
In addition to the game, an 
online auction was held from 
Feb. 7 to Sunday with the pro-
ceeds going to the Roger Maris 
Cancer Center at MeritCare in 
Fargo.
The event lasted over the 
weekend, with the women 
wearing the jerseys both 
Friday and Saturday.
The team split the games, 
defeating Northern State, but 
lost to the University of Mary.
The Dragon women have 
been striving to achieve and 
maintain consistency. 
They have been consistent 
when it comes to results, as 
MSUM earned another split in 
NSIC conference play. 
Friday against Northern 
State, a wide variety of strate-
gies gave the Dragons a 64-
52 victory. In the beginning 
though, the Dragons came out 
slow. 
They had trouble getting 
their offense going and trailed 
by six at the half. However in 
the second half, they played 
much better. They took better 
shots, while the Wolves went 
cold. 
The two most telling stats 
of the night were the Dragons’ 
balanced scoring attack with 
four players in double fig-
ures (senior Allison Swenson 
led the way with 13) and the 
assist-to-turnover ratio, which 
was 18-to-9. 
Head coach Karla Nelson 
said: “We came out very flat 
tonight, but in the second half, 
we did a much better job. 
“We got the ball going 
with some nice passes and 
backdoor cuts, and we also 
rebounded better. We were 
also sound defensively and 
got some great production 
from our bench players like 
Cydney (Froelich) and Jenny 
(Theisen).” 
Froelich and Theisen con-
tributed 11 and 9 points to the 
scoring effort. 
Saturday night was a dif-
ferent story as the Dragons 
just didn’t seem to have it out 
there against Mary. 
MSUM had a 2-point lead 
at the half, which was main-
ly due to the play of junior 
Katie Walden. Walden scored 
10 points in the first half, and 
would finish with a season-
high of 20. 
In the second half, MSUM 
out-rebounded the Marauders, 
but that was pretty much it. 
Krista Opheim and Alison 
Nash-Gerlach helped Walden 
out with 11 and 12 points, but 
nobody else could find their 
stroke. 
MSUM kept it close, com-
ing within three points with 
just seconds left. A turnover 
is how the game ended with 
Mary coming out with a 60-57 
victory. 
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IFO settles faculty contracts     
By RYAN STIEG
Staff Writer
The
‘Thinking Pink’  
Negotiations with MnSCU lead to 30 changes     
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dragons head coach karla Nelson, above, and her team, including 
sophomore foreward Alison Nash-Gerlach, below, wore pink on 
Friday for a “Think pink” game to support breast cancer awareness.  
After several weeks of 
negotiations, a break in these 
negotiations and the involve-
ment of a mediator, the Inter 
Faculty Organization (IFO) 
and MnSCU have reached a 
tentative agreement.
The settlement, which was 
reached Feb. 2, will change 
more than 30 items in the 
faculty contracts, including a 
pay increase to provide more 
competitive wages and a new 
concept called “University 
Scholars.” 
The new agreement also 
states, “no strike of any kind 
shall be engaged in, sanctioned 
or supported by the IFO.”
After negotiations broke 
down in early December, IFO 
and MnSCU hired a media-
tor and each took some time 
to consider their positions. 
This lead to new negotiations 
opening up and new agree-
ments being reached Cindy 
Phillips, MSUM IFO faculty 
association president, said.
“I think that both sides hav-
ing time to consider positions 
since the last negotiation ses-
sion, and the impact of a nego-
tiated setting each side in its 
own room with the mediator 
going back and forth contrib-
uted to reaching an agree-
ment,” she said.
Oscar Flores-Ibarra, eco-
nomics professor and IFO 
negotiator, attended the meet-
ings and agreed with Phillips. 
He said both sides needed 
time to look at their positions. 
He added that both sides want 
to have a tentative contract 
before the state legislatures 
meet. 
“The negotiations were suc-
cessful in that we have a tenta-
tive agreement,” Flores-Ibarra 
said.
He said: “Neither party is 
happy with the agreement 
though because both had to 
give up some of their posi-
tions. I feel it is the best deal 
we could have at this time. 
There are many things I do not 
particularly agree with, but it 
is the best we could have.”
TO IFO, BAck pAGE
By TIm STUlkEN
Staff Writer
New jerseys promote breast cancer awareness
Financial aid
applications due
The 2008-2009 financial 
aid application priority date 
is Friday. In order to receive 
maximum consideration of all 
financial aid programs, submit 
your 2008-2009 FAFSA to the 
processor by MSUM’s priority 
date of Friday.  
Submitting your FAFSA by 
this date will give you prior-
ity consideration for campus-
based aid programs (Work 
Study, Perkins Loan and 
SEOG).File the FAFSA online 
at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  
You will need your federal 
PIN to electronically sign the 
application.  For dependent 
students, both the student and 
parent must sign the FAFSA. 
If unable to complete the 
FAFSA online, please contact 
the office, 477-2251 or finaid@
mnstate.edu for additional 
information.
Save some lives 
donate blood
Volunteer Visions is hav-
ing a blood drive from 10:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. this Friday in 
CMU 204/205. 
Eighty percent of us will 
need blood at some time in 
our lives.
Come donate and save a 
life. United Blood Service is 
especially in, need of the uni-
versal blood O Positive. 
Walk-ins are welcome or 
interested donors can call 
Natalie  at 605-252-0266 
or sign up online at www.
bloodhero.com to schedule an 
appointment. The password is 
MSUM.
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By AMY LEARN
Staff Writer
Advocate meetings 
3:30 p.m. Mondays 
in CMU 110
The Advocate would like 
to invite any interested stu-
dents to their weekly meet-
ings in The Advocate office. 
Pick up an application today 
and apply to be a sports writ-
er, staff writer, cartoonist or 
photographer.
Register for 
intramurals
Registration for the intramu-
ral department’s first spring 
session  begins  Monday. You 
can register online at www.
mnstate.edu/intramurals. 
Any MSUM student or staff 
member can participate. 
Registration closes on 
March 12. First spring session 
activities include hockey, 3 on 
3 basketball and dodgeball 
on Sunday and Tuesday, as 
well as 4 on 4 volleyball and 
flag football on Mondays and 
Wednesdays and indoor soc-
cer on Thursdays. All activi-
ties start the week of March 
17. Call 218-477-2050, e-mail 
us at intra@mnstate.edu, or by 
visiting our Web site at www.
mnstate.edu/intramurals with 
questions.
Count birds and 
make a difference
Take part in the 11th annual 
Great Backyard Bird Count 
this Friday though Monday. 
Count birds wherever you are 
and help science and conser-
vation spotlight changes in 
bird populations and distribu-
tion from year to year.
To see counts from last year 
and to enter bird counts visit 
www.birdcount.org.
Or join a local count from 
10 to 11 a.m. this Saturday at 
the MSUM Regional Science 
Center in Glyndon, Minn. If 
interested register with Nicole 
Lee at 701-277-9240 or nlee@
redriverzoo.org.
Fire drill leads to 
drug bust
During a routine fire drill 
in South Snarr at 7:30 p.m. 
on Jan. 30, resident assistants 
noticed a small amount of 
marijuana sitting in plain view 
when doing room checks. Two 
male students were cited for 
the possession of the drug.
Drunken driver
A reckless driver was report-
ed to campus security on Feb. 1 
at midnight. The driver, a male 
student, parked his car and 
then entered Holmquist. After 
half an hour the Moorhead 
Police and campus security 
located the individual. He was 
cited for minor in consump-
tion and judicial services. 
Open mic drunk
Open mic night at the MSUM 
Underground gives people 
the opportunity to showcase 
their talents. On Feb. 5, when 
one individual came to take 
the stage intoxicated, he was 
asked to leave the campus. 
Marijuana found 
in dorm
At 4:30 p.m., on Feb. 8 cam-
pus security received a report 
from the resident assistant in 
Holmquist about marijuana 
use in the hall. One male was 
cited.
Party in Snarr
On Sunday, a small party 
gathered in a South Snarr 
dorm room. A noise complaint 
was reported to campus secu-
rity. By the time they arrived 
around 5:15 a.m., the party 
had broken up, but the male 
who lived there was passed 
out. He was cited by the 
Moorhead police for a minor 
in consumption. 
Join the job fair
Come to the Minnesota State 
Universities job and intern-
ship fair at the Minneapolis 
Convention Center on Friday, 
February 22nd.  
There are about 180 compa-
nies attending this fair, spon-
sored by the seven Minnesota 
State Universities.
If you have any questions 
feel free to stop by Career 
Services in CMU 114
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Student Senate Summary: Feb. 7
•In student senate this 
week, a motion was passed 
thanking Randy Harms, the 
homeowner that helped the 
two students, Kasey Hyland 
and Sharon Friedt, who were 
the victims of a house fire in 
Dilworth. Senate will be work-
ing with Doug Hamilton to 
put together a formal thank 
you.
•A discussion was held 
about the situation with the 
intramural and athletic fields 
on campus. All of the ath-
letic fields are closed to use 
outside of practice and game 
time. The reasoning behind 
this is that the fields require 
maintenance to keep them 
from getting compacted when 
used, which can lead to more 
injuries. The intramural fields 
are used five times as often 
as the regular fields. Another 
issue is lighting. There is a 
lack of lighting on the fields, 
and teams have to find other 
means to play their games, 
which can include renting 
space off campus, including 
NDSU. Athletics does not pay 
for the fields.
•Senate is looking for dedi-
cated students for the Lobby 
Core. Get involved with leg-
islators and make your voice 
heard. You can lobby at the 
state capitol and receive e-
mail updates about legislation 
that affects you. It is great 
networking and excellent for 
the resume. If you are inter-
ested, contact Mikan Lovcik 
at mikes_58@yahoo.com. The 
first date is Feb. 29.
These minutes were submit-
ted by Mitch Randall.
Valentine’s Day is a good 
time of the year to reflect on 
what your loved ones do for 
you. It can also be a great time 
to express your feelings for 
your loved ones. 
“The important thing is 
unconditional love and not 
letting the small things get to 
you, also caring enough to put 
them before yourself,” said 
sophomore Lauren Taute.
A few things 
that some people 
think of when 
love is mentioned 
are pink hearts, 
red roses and 
chocolate. 
After New 
Year’s, pink and 
red decorate 
department stores.  Roses 
and chocolates wrapped up 
in neat little boxes are given 
to loved ones.  Love letters 
are sent, while proposals and 
engagements are made. Fancy 
dinners are served with spar-
kling cider over candlelight. 
Not to mention Cupid float-
ing around with his bow and 
arrow. Another thing done is 
dream of who their significant 
other might be. 
Taute said: “My Mr. Right, 
in the future hopefully will 
be someone who is fun to 
be around. He will be funny 
and will have a good sense of 
humor. He’ll be honest, kind, 
caring and someone who is 
headed somewhere in life to 
be successful.”
But people ask what love 
really is and what Valentine’s 
Day really represents.   
“Love is a stage in some-
one’s relationship where you 
care about them so much that 
you would do anything for 
them,” sophomore Kristine 
Kostuck said.
The history
Valentine’s Day is a holi-
day that celebrates this belief. 
Valentine’s Day began because 
of love, and a man that lived 
in third century Rome.  His 
name was Valentine, and he 
was a priest who performed 
marriages.  
The only problem was that 
Emperor Claudius II didn’t 
allow young men to marry 
because he 
decided that 
they made 
better sol-
diers than 
husbands and 
fathers, so he 
outlawed it. 
W h e n 
V a l e n t i n e 
heard this, he 
decided that he would con-
tinue performing marriages. 
When Claudius found out 
what Valentine was doing, he 
commanded that Valentine be 
put to death.  Legend says that 
this man was also the first one 
to send a Valentine.  When he 
was in jail, he wrote a letter to 
a girl that he loved, signing it 
“Love, your Valentine.”  
Lasting love
Love can occasionally have 
complications. 
“I think that there are a lot 
of factors that come along 
with love.  It’s not always 
easy, you have to be depend-
able and you have to think 
about the other person first,” 
Kostuck said.
Two things that can help a 
relationship grow and last are 
communication and trust.
Communication is a big fac-
tor that makes relationships 
work.  To have a conversation 
there needs to be two sides 
being equally represented. 
So, if one does the talking 
all the time then they will 
never know what the other 
one wants or thinks. If they 
would sit back and let the 
other one talk they would 
learn a lot about the other per-
son that they may have never 
known. 
Another important aspect 
of showing someone love is 
honesty.  If a person cannot 
be truthful, they will not be 
able to save the relationship. 
Dishonesty will only cause a 
lot of pain. 
Taute said: “Lies and hid-
ing things ruin a relationship. 
Honesty, is a massive thing. I 
guess being straightforward 
helps in a relationship. Being 
who you are and not trying to 
hide anything. If it’s going to 
be a relationship you have to 
be yourself or you’ll never be 
happy.”
Valentine’s Day only comes 
once a year, but that does not 
mean love can’t be spread 
throughout the year. 
Celebration of love 
Valentine’s history is often forgotten 
Berglund can be reached
at berglude@mnstate.edu.
The important thing 
is unconditional 
love and not letting 
the small things get 
to you, also caring 
enough to put them 
before yourself.
Lauren Taute
Sophomore
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Valentine’s Day 
raises awareness 
for healthy 
relationships
Whether you’ve labeled today as “singles awareness 
day” on your calendar and whined about the tacky 
superficial holiday or spent hundreds on new jewelry, 
candy and flowers for your significant other, you still 
have a responsibility to look after yourself and your 
friends, single or not. 
 
Many people meet their husbands, wives and life 
partners in college, but it seems the pressure to find 
that special someone leads a lot of people to settle for 
a relationship that’s less than healthy, if only to avoid 
the horrors of spending Valentine’s Day alone. 
 
Every year, millions of women (and a good handful 
of men) are abused by their significant others.  The 
statistics are depressing, but there are lots of ways to 
help. On this, the tenth “V-Day,” (a grassroots move-
ment started to curb violence against women) it is 
important to remember the simple things that make a 
relationship safe and functional.
 
Start at home: remember and remind your friends that 
the phrase “no means no” can apply to any sexual 
encounter, no matter how long you’ve been dating or 
married. If you or someone you love is being physi-
cally harmed for any reason within a relationship, it’s 
abuse, it’s illegal and it should never be tolerated.
 Emotional abuse can also be extremely damaging. 
Even if it seems that a new relationship is going in a 
good direction, be wary of a partnership that moves 
forward too quickly, involves expensive gifts at an 
early stage and a lot of time away from friends and 
family.
 
An excellent way to education yourself and your 
partner about domestic violence would be to attend 
MSUM’s production of the Vagina Monologues. The 
Vagina Monologues are dramatic monologues based 
on Eve Ensler’s book of the same name. The perfor-
mance focuses on being open about  all aspects of 
vaginas, including orgasms, tampons, sex, birth, self 
identity and  especially  domestic violence.
The Vagina Monologues will be running tonight at 
7 p.m. and 10 p.m. on Gaede Stage in the Center for 
the Arts. Tickets are $3 for one person and $5 for a 
couple. All proceeds will be given to the F-M Rape 
and Abuse Crisis Center. 
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MSUM Box 130, 
dropped off in The Advocate office  
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.
Alyssa Schafer
Editor
Ben Sailer
Opinion Editor
Legalize gay marriage  
Does someone want to try to 
tell me, in plain English, why 
romantic love should not be 
allowed to exist between two 
members of the same sex? 
When gay marriage explod-
ed into a huge issue a few 
years back (or however long 
ago it was when it became an 
overblown media obsession), 
I could not understand why 
it was really an issue at all. I 
didn’t even know it wasn’t 
legal. Now I’m just left won-
dering why it isn’t. 
Being opposed to someone’s 
sexuality isn’t that much dif-
ferent from being opposed to 
the color of their skin, their 
hair, their height or any other 
inborn personality trait that 
no one can do anything about. 
The myth that homosexual-
ity is some sort of disease or 
disorder, or something that 
someone consciously chooses 
for themselves, is completely 
off-base. 
The amount of intolerance 
that exists against the gay 
community is entirely unac-
ceptable, and the fact of the 
matter is nothing bad would 
happen if gay marriage were 
legalized. Gay relationships 
suffer because they are not 
viewed with the same sort of 
legitimacy that straight rela-
tionships are. How would you 
feel if the entire world con-
demned you, day in and day 
out, for nothing more than the 
people you choose to date? 
My guess is you’d be pretty 
miserable.
We can’t claim to be accept-
ing of gays as fellow human 
beings without giving them 
equal marriage rights, nor can 
we claim to exist in a truly 
loving, tolerant, open-minded 
society until we do so.  
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Liz Johanson
Assistant Editor
As I was contemplating 
what to write about, I gave up 
on humor and went with what 
really makes me upset. Here is 
my attempt to categorize it in 
a few hundred words:
I am not American Indian, 
but I grew up on the Sisseton- 
Wahpeton Reservation. 
Whenever I mention this a 
large percentage of people 
seem to produce some sort of 
drunk Indian joke or obtain a 
glossed over look with a mix 
of pity and curiosity. 
It’s even more awkward 
when my fiancé who is 
American Indian is present. 
Most of the above mentioned 
people are oblivious to her 
skin tone and cut loose. After 
their verbal vomit has strewn 
forth and she confronts them, 
their opinions on that par-
ticular ethnic group greatly 
change. 
Why is this? Are we sup-
posed to have different atti-
tudes depending on which 
race of people we are among? 
Are people making white guy 
jokes behind my back? 
It’s disturbing to see these 
attitudes on what seems to be 
a more welcoming and open 
campus than the surrounding 
community. If these racial pre-
conceptions are held here, how 
much worse is it out there? 
Conversely, it is very awk-
ward to hear someone tell my 
fiancé that she’s a great repre-
sentation of what an American 
Indian person can be. All we 
can do here is give an awk-
ward smile because it puts into 
blatant relief the person’s rac-
ist notions of what an Indian is 
expected to be. 
She comes from a family 
that includes doctors, politi-
cians and lots of accomplished 
people. More often than not 
people seem to gloss over this 
fact and assume that she was 
predestined live a life of desti-
tution and must have crawled 
her way up from the pit of 
despair.  
It doesn’t happen all the 
time, but these situations have 
played out often enough for it 
to be a recurring experience. 
I’m just a second party in most 
of these situations, but it still 
pisses me off.
Well, that’s my spiel.  
Racial assumptions are inaccurate 
 
Pissed off?
E-mail Butrum
at lethalblues@hotmail.com.
 
Support gay marriage?
E-mail Sailer
at sailerbe@gmail.com.
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Mark Twain said: “The fin-
est clothing made is a person’s 
skin, but of course, society 
demands something more 
than this.” 
While clothing serves envi-
ronmental purposes, shielding 
us from heat and cold, it has 
social implications as well: we 
communicate through what 
we wear. The human traffic 
on campus provides a daily 
correspondence wherein we 
judge and are judged by our 
appearance. 
Fascinated by clothes as 
communication, I decided to 
interview a few other students 
and staff of MSUM to get their 
perspective. English professor 
Kevin Carollo 
had this to say: 
“Students (as 
well as faculty 
and staff) defi-
nitely respond 
to how profes-
sors are dressed. 
I think there is 
often an unspoken recognition 
that style of dress signifies a 
certain teaching style.” 
Junior Haley Gulayets felt 
that “People are more respect-
ful when you look more pro-
fessional.” 
Sophomore Tory Coursen 
commented on the dress of 
incoming students: “The fresh-
man will dress up for a couple 
months and then they find 
their niche and then don’t feel 
as pressured to fit in.”
Ok, so we can probably all 
agree that our clothes com-
municate to those around us 
and that we are aware of it on 
some level. 
But I have another question: 
do we dress to represent who 
we are, or does our behavior 
shift according to what we 
wear? 
For example: Wearing 
sweats, do you make the same 
amount of eye contact you 
would in dress clothes? Is your 
posture the same? What about 
when you go out in clothes 
you feel are “sexy?” 
Is your behavior any dif-
ferent than it would be if you 
were wearing a simple shirt 
and jeans? You are the same 
person in sweats as you would 
be in a suit, but do you act the 
same way?
I assert that we behave dif-
ferently depending on the 
clothes we put on. If I am 
wearing clothes that make me 
self conscious, I am less likely 
to listen with interest and clar-
ity of mind to people around 
me. 
If I wear clothes that are 
sexually provocative, I may be 
prone to act on an underlying 
sense of power over those I 
attract and simultaneously a 
sense of powerlessness over 
the feeling of being reduced to 
a sexual object. Clothing can 
be creative and fun. It is also 
powerful. 
Clothing and behavior: the 
chicken and egg. Which comes 
first?
Even though most reality 
shows are obviously not real-
ity, they sure are fun to watch. 
My favorite programs involve 
competition, such as “So You 
Think You Can Dance.” 
 Reality romance shows, 
though, I can’t even take seri-
ously anymore. They started 
out well, with good-intending 
men seeking true love on “The 
Bachelor.” Over the course of 
a few years, other “romance” 
shows have gone too far. They 
are based on beautiful people, 
sex, over-the-top personalities 
and lots of drama. Is romance 
even a factor, like they claim?
 Very shortly after Tila 
Tequila, star of MTV’s “A 
Shot at Love,” was allowed 
to publicly reveal her relation-
ship with Bobby, they broke 
up and she is signed to do a 
second show. Same with Brett 
Michaels and “Rock of Love,” 
and the third season of “Flavor 
of Love” has begun.
 Other shows, such as “Blind 
Date” and “Extreme Dating” 
only set out to embarrass 
those on the date. When I try 
to think of couples who have 
actually lasted in a long-term 
relationship based on a real-
ity show, I think of Trista and 
Ryan, which is not much of a 
surprise since they were set up 
on “The Bachelorette,” one of 
the few shows that has stayed 
fairly true to their intentions. 
Congrats to them, also, with 
their first baby. 
 What does this say about 
America and reality TV? We 
all know television is ultimate-
ly about entertainment, but 
when these shows say they 
are trying to find true love, it 
is just false advertising. 
Entertainment beats romance 
Vote smart
A great deal of hype surrounding the 2008 presidential elec-
tions has infiltrated the media and the environment we live in 
as Americans and students.
Every day there is a new support group (via student org, civic 
committee or Facebook or other Internet venue) selling some 
candidate or another and usually slinging mud at the other side 
and its various campaigners. 
I don’t know how the rest of you feel, but I like to make 
my own decisions. If I have to be told one more time about 
“change” and “leadership” and “accountability,” I may just 
decide to become part of the “problem” and not even vote.
On the other hand, I cannot endorse apathy. However, I also 
will not endorse someone just because they have the most 
clever campaign tactics. 
So much depends on who we choose as our next president, 
and being uninformed about the candidates, their qualifications 
and platforms is too big of a risk. This is my proposal and my 
hope for all you first-time and experienced voters: don’t listen 
to the nonsense they preach on TV and radio commercials. 
Get the unbiased facts on the candidates’ records as a politi-
cian, how they vote, what they stand for and what they believe 
to be important. Compare those with your own views, and align 
yourself with someone you think you can trust. 
To all you cynics out there who say that you can’t trust politi-
cians as far as you can throw them, I encourage you to suck it 
up—whether you want to trust them or not, they will ultimately 
guide our country in whichever direction it is headed next.
Getting your voice heard and your cause represented starts 
with simple research and informed voting. Don’t let the amount 
of money and airtime a candidate has dictate who you think 
should be our next leader.
 What do you wear?
E-mail Musselman 
at annamusselman@hotmailcom.
 
Like reality TV?
E-mail Huggett
at huggetam@mnstate.edu.
Election savvy? 
E-mail Kveno at kvenosa@mnstate.edu.
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Clothing makes for a powerful communicator  
 
Visiting filmmaker Bill 
Brown will present two short 
experimental documenta-
ries on U.S. border control 
at 7 p.m. Friday in Glasrud 
Auditorium. 
Titled “Homeland Insec-
urity,” the two short films 
examine the division between 
the United States and the 
neighboring countries of 
Mexico and Canada. 
The showings are free and 
open to the public. 
Texas filmmaker Brown’s 
documentaries blend land-
scape and history with per-
sonal essay and travel log. 
Also a writer and musician, 
he received his undergradu-
ate degree from Harvard 
University in visual and envi-
ronmental studies and went 
on to earn his MFA from the 
California Institute of Arts in 
Valencia.   
Originally from Lubbock, 
Texas, he teaches at the School 
of the Art Institute of Chicago 
and has published a travel 
‘zine, a noncommercial often 
homemade or online publi-
cation, titled “Dream Whip” 
since 1992. 
Brown has screened at 
several festivals across the 
globe, including the Festival 
Internacional de Cine de 
Morelia, the Ann Arbor 
Film Festival, the BBC Film 
Festival, the Architecture Film 
Festival Rotterdam and the 
Film Society of the Lincoln 
Center. 
Brown took time out from 
his busy schedule to speak to 
The Advocate about his work 
and his upcoming visit.
The Advocate: How did you 
come to be invited to MSUM?
Bill Brown: I proposed a visit 
to Kyja Kristjansson-Nelson, 
assistant professor in the film 
studies department, who very 
kindly accepted my offer. I’ve 
been touring the country for 
the last few months, visiting 
colleges, museums and media 
arts centers.
Advo: When did you first 
become interested in filmmak-
ing?  Do you have any specific 
memories or experiences that 
revolve around this decision?
Brown: In college, I was 
studying art history. Then I 
got a crush on a film stu-
dent and promptly switched 
my major. The crush didn’t 
go anywhere, but it was the 
beginning of a long love affair 
with filmmaking.
Advo: What or who are 
your film influences?
Brown: Early on, I was 
inspired by the first-person 
cinema of folks like Chris 
Marker (“Sans Soleil”), Chantal 
Akerman (“News from 
Home”) and Ross McElwee 
(“Sherman’s March”). These 
films make a virtue of uncer-
tainty and ambiguity. They’re 
not just documentaries but 
meditations on time and dis-
tance, love and loss.
Advo: Are you primarily 
a short or documentary film-
maker? Are there any other 
film genres or techniques you 
like to work with?
Brown: I’m not sure I think 
of myself as a filmmaker so 
much as a hobo who happens 
to make films. My filmmaking 
is just an excuse to explore the 
world and talk to people. That 
said, most of my films are 
pretty short. I’ve sometimes 
dreamed about making a nar-
rative film, but I have no idea 
how to do that.
Advo: You also teach at 
the School of Art Institute of 
Chicago and have a travel 
‘zine.  How did your interests 
in teaching and ‘zine writing 
develop?  Have they had any 
effect on your filmmaking, or 
vice versa?
Brown: The ‘zine is defi-
nitely related to my filmmak-
ing. My films are essay films. 
They’re very texty: one-part 
cinema, two-parts crazed rant-
ing. A lot of the ideas that 
make their way into my films 
come out of the writing I do 
in my ‘zine (which, by the 
way, is called Dream Whip 
and makes a fine gift: www.
microcosmpublishing.com). 
Teaching, on the other hand, 
pays the bills. It’s also lots of 
fun. Teaching keeps filmmak-
ing fresh for me. It’s also really 
educational: I learn way more 
from my students than I teach 
them (which is something I try 
not to let my students figure 
out).
Advo: The two short 
films you’ll be showing are 
“Confederation Park” and 
“The Other Side.”  What 
inspired both of these films?
Brown: Years ago, I had 
the idea to circumnavigate 
the United States. I planned 
to explore the contours of 
this country; the shape of it. 
“Confederation Park” (1999) 
is the first part of this proj-
ect. In it, I follow the border 
between Canada and the U.S. 
from Newfoundland all the 
way to Vancouver. In “The 
Other Side” (2006), I follow the 
other border, the one between 
Mexico and the U.S. This sec-
ond film documents the work 
of border activists who have 
established water stations in 
the deserts of the Southwest 
U.S. in an effort to prevent 
the death of undocumented 
migrants. Both films consider 
the border as a physical land-
scape, as well as a historical, 
cultural and political one.
Advo: What advice do you 
have for MSUM students who 
want to become filmmakers?
Brown: Watch lots of films, 
especially docs and experi-
mental work. Some people 
think filmmaking is something 
you only do in Hollywood, 
but the medium is a lot rich-
er than that. It’s OK if you 
want to be the next Quentin 
Tarantino, but you can also be 
the next Stan Brahkage or Fred 
Wiseman or Chantal Akerman 
or Sadie Benning or Miranda 
July.
Advo: What is up next for 
you? Are there any other films 
you currently have in produc-
tion?
Brown: I’ve started shoot-
ing a film about the military 
reservists who were convicted 
of abusing detainees at Abu 
Ghraib prison in Iraq. I’m hop-
ing to trace a thread from Abu 
Ghraib back to the little towns 
in western Pennsylvania, 
Maryland and West Virginina 
where many of the soldiers 
came from.
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‘A hobo who happens to make films’
Experimental filmmaker shows “Homeland Insecurity” Friday
SUBMITTEd PHoTo
Visiting filmmaker Bill Brown drew this poster for his documentary double feature titled “Homeland Insecurity.” He’ll present his 
examination of the U.S.’s borders at 7 p.m. Friday in Glasrud Auditorium.
Galleria
On 42nd
A   P   A   R   T   M   E   N   T   S
Swimming Pool
Hot Tub
Tanning & Fitness
Underground Parking
Choose From Many Floor Plans
701-356-3801 3700 42nd St. S. Fargo
When asked how he would 
describe himself as an art-
ist, visiting artist W. David 
Powell’s response was this:
“I wouldn’t.  I’m 6-foot 1, 
slightly overweight. I have 
white hair and increasingly 
failing vision.”
Artist or not, Powell will 
present an exhibit called 
“Between Soft Machines and 
Hard Science: The Interstitial 
Art of W. David Powell” now 
through Feb. 27 in the Center 
for the Arts gallery.
An artist’s reception will be 
held from 4 to 6 p.m. today 
(Thursday) in the gallery. After 
the reception, Powell will give 
a presentation of his research 
and work.
“I’m pushing pixels around, 
but there is a physical product 
in the end,” Powell said.
Powell’s prints play off of 
the scientific beliefs of both 
Eastern and Western worlds. 
These beliefs range from phre-
nology, a theory that claims to 
determine character based on 
the shape of the skull, to the 
use of electrical currents to 
cure disease.
Incorporating charts and 
devices from both obsolete 
and contemporary scientific 
sources, Powell’s installation 
invites viewers to re-evaluate 
their understanding of how 
the human body and mind 
interact, and the ways that art 
and science can clarify or con-
fuse that understanding.
“This show contains images 
of the relationship of mind to 
body,” Powell said. “Some are 
based on debunked systems of 
pseudo-science, but they have 
a direct relationship to con-
temporary. These debunked 
things are being reworked in 
new ways now.”
Powell said he became 
interested in historical health 
beliefs and techniques after 
reading an article by Peter 
Thomashow, a psychiatry pro-
fessor at Dartmouth Medical 
School, in Cabinet magazine.
Since then, Powell has been 
developing a collection of 
prints and drawings that dis-
play his reactions to past and 
present science.
“There’s something about 
the person that can’t be local-
ized in the brain,” Powell 
said. “It’s a mind-body con-
nection.” 
A professional artist for 
more than 20 years, Powell 
says he didn’t study graphic 
design as a student.  He origi-
nally wanted to make it as 
an artist, but this task soon 
became very difficult.
Instead, Powell worked 
with a friend on several proj-
ects for different companies, 
including Ben & Jerry’s.
Powell then decided he 
might like to teach.  A stint at 
a community college only fur-
ther cemented his interest.
Thus, Powell returned to 
college for his MFA degree. 
He is now a graphic design 
professor at Plattsburgh (N.Y.) 
State University.
“I’ve learned that it is about 
sharing my knowledge and 
helping people,” Powell said. 
“Anyone who is creative 
enough and devoted enough 
can make it in the field.”
Gallery hours are 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Monday to Thursday; 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday; 1 to 3 
p.m. Saturday. Special arrange-
ments can be made by con-
tacting gallery director Jane 
Gudmundson at 477-2284 or 
gudmunja@mnstate.edu. 
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Visiting artist combines art, science in MSUM exhibit
By KELLIE MEEHLHAUSE
A&E Editor
Meehlhause can be reached
at meehlhke@mnstate.edu.
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Visiting artist W. David Powell’s exhibit will be on display through Feb. 27.
Senior swim team captain 
Barbie Brooks looks to the end 
of the season with a sense of 
dread and inspiration, as she 
thinks back to the many years 
she swam. 
“It has been hard to face the 
fact that this is my last sea-
son,” she said. “I have been 
swimming for 15 years, and 
to know that I have one more 
meet with my teammates is 
hard to accept. Being so close 
to being done does motivate 
me to swim faster, though, 
because I want to know years 
from now that I gave it every-
thing I had.”
Brooks began swimming in 
Watertown, S.D., when she 
was 7.
“I started swimming to try 
out a different sport,” she said. 
“I did other sports too, but as 
I got older it became a passion 
of mine, so I decided to attend 
MSUM to continue swimming 
in college.”
Brooks said when she 
started swimming, she never 
expected for it to be as large a 
part of her life as it is now. She 
said her coach and teammates, 
as well as knee problems that 
did not allow her to continue 
other sports, helped encour-
age her to become a better 
swimmer.
“When I decided to swim 
at MSUM, I never thought I 
would become the swimmer 
I am today,” she said. “Todd 
Peters has been the most amaz-
ing coach. He shows support 
to his swimmers, and to him 
we aren’t just the athletes on 
his team, but people.”
Head coach Todd Peters said 
that he felt Brooks improved 
greatly during her time at 
MSUM.
“She started out average 
when she came,” he said. 
“No one thought she would 
become the swimmer she is 
now. She qualified for nation-
als last year and is well above 
average now. She works hard 
for the team. I am proud of 
what she has accomplished.”
Brooks explained that she 
will miss the camaraderie she 
feels with the rest of the team.
“I enjoy being on the swim 
team because it gives me the 
opportunity to do what I love 
with people who share my pas-
sion,” she said. “My coaches 
have been great mentors and 
friends to me. It’s hard for any 
athlete to explain 
why they put 
so much effort 
and time into 
c o m p e t i t i o n s 
that only last a 
few moments, 
but having my 
teammates along 
understanding 
everything with me creates a 
family that I know I would not 
have gotten through college 
without.”
Brooks is majoring in exer-
cise science. She said she chose 
this major because of the poor 
health of the nation.
“I chose to major in exer-
cise science because exercise 
is something I consider very 
important,” she said. “The 
country is encountering more 
chronic health problems, some 
which are due to lack of exer-
cise. I want to help people 
achieve healthy lifestyles so 
they won’t have to fight things 
like diabetes and heart condi-
tions.”
Brooks intends to follow her 
graduation with an internship 
in Watertown. Afterwards, 
she anticipates moving to 
Minneapolis and becoming a 
personal trainer. 
With only a few weeks left 
in the season, Brooks hopes 
to make the most of it by fin-
ishing at the North Central 
Conference meet with faster 
times than she has ever had. 
She hopes to qualify for the 
NCAA Division II meet as 
well.
“Swimming 
for this team I 
have had the 
best experiences 
of my life,” she 
said. “I know 
that when I 
look back at 
college 20 years 
from now I won’t remember 
the classes or my grades, but 
I know I will remember the 
bus rides, the meets, my team-
mates and my coaches.”
The Dragons’ last regu-
lar season meet is the North 
Central Conference meet 
from Feb. 21 to 24 in Omaha, 
Neb. The NCAA Division II 
National Championships are 
scheduled for March 11 to 15 
in Columbia, Mo. 
The team hopes to qualify 
as many women as they can 
for the national champion-
ships and compete well at the 
conference meet.
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When I decided 
to swim at MSUM 
I never thought 
I would become 
the swimmer I am 
today,”
Barbie Brooks
 Senior Swimmer
“
Stulken can be reached 
at stulketi@mnstate.edu.
    jon lAmBerT / AdvocATe PhoTo ediTor 
Senior captain Barbie Brooks holds the mSUm school record in the 50 
yard backstroke, 200 individual medley relay and 800 freestyle relay.
Stieg can be reached 
at stiegry@mnstate.edu.
By Tim STUlKen
Staff Writer
Barbie swims her final season
The combined effort from 
the four seniors amounted 
to eight points, none from 
Swenson. 
Nelson said: “We just didn’t 
play well. We got outplayed, 
and it’s very disappointing. I 
expected the seniors to show 
up tonight, and they didn’t. 
We are trying hard and striv-
ing for consistency, but we just 
haven’t found it yet, and it is 
very frustrating.”
Walden said consistency 
will come with time. 
“It all comes down to the 
little things,” she said. 
“If we take care of the lit-
tle things, we’ll be OK. We 
just need to continue to work 
hard, and hopefully we can 
get two huge road wins this 
weekend.”
The Dragons face Upper 
Iowa and Winona State this 
weekend. 
MSUM and Upper Iowa 
meet for the sixth time and 
MSUM leads the series 5-0. 
Last time they met, MSUM 
defeated UIU 69-61. 
The Dragons fell to Winona 
State in double-overtime the 
last time they played and 
hope for a better result this 
weekend.
The Dragons moved its 
record to 14-9 overall and 8-6 
in NSIC games. 
PinK, From FronT
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junior guard chris Falzon and the dragons lost to defeated nothern State 
on Friday night. Falzon is averaging 6.2 points per game this season.
Basketball: Women split games
Advocate staff reports
cold weather keeps 
track in moorhead
The track and field team 
decided not to travel to the 
Beaver Classic in Bemidji last 
Saturday because of the winter 
storm warning. Instead, they 
stayed in town and dualed 
Concordia.
For the men, Jeff Brunnette 
won the 200 meter. Kelsey 
Moreland won the 800 meter. 
Michael McConnell won the 
mile run. David Teigel won the 
5,000 meter. MSUM won the 
800 meter relay. Nick Meseck, 
Matt Jahnke and Chris Heil all 
won their events in the field.
The women had a good 
showing, too. Alison Streyle 
won the 200 meter. Ashley 
Roemer won the 400 meter and 
high jump. Kirby Black won 
the 600 meter. Rayna Berndt 
won the 800 meter and the mile 
run. Sara Julsrud won the 1,000 
meter. Danielle Thompson 
won the 5,000 meter. MSUM 
won the 800 and 1,600 meter. 
Kaylyn Ronke won the pole 
vault and Michelle Jetvig won 
in the shot put. 
Tennis supports 
breast cancer 
awareness, too
Sporting their pink t-shirts 
in support of breast can-
cer awareness, the Dragons 
crushed NSIC opponent, 
Minnesota Crookston, 7-0, 
on Friday. The pink shirts 
read: “Think pink with the 
Dragons.”
rozell, Streyle are
Athletes of the Week
Junior guard Ryan Rozell 
has been recognized as one of 
MSUM’s Athletes of the Week 
for his circus shot against the 
University of Mary. Rozell fin-
ished the game with 14 points. 
Junior sprinter Alison 
Streyle won the 200 meter and 
was a member of both win-
ning relays, 800 and 1,600, for 
the Dragons in Saturday’s dual 
against Concordia. 
Football team 
announces 19-player 
recruitment list
Head coach Damon Tomeo 
announced 19 new players 
who will be in a Dragon uni-
form next fall.
Players were recruited from 
all around the country, includ-
ing North Dakota, Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, South Dakota and 
California.
the victory. 
“It was a circus shot, and I 
got lucky,” Rozell said. “After 
the loss last night, we really 
need to step up and get better, 
and we just need to have a lot 
of energy and a good mindset 
from now on.” 
Coach Engen agreed. 
He said: “We came out flat, 
but in the second half, we 
started making some offen-
sive plays. We were gassed, 
but we had enough to get by. 
The depleted Dragons found a 
way to win tonight.”
The Dragons face Upper 
Iowa and Winona State on the 
road this weekend. MSUM 
defeated UIU earlier and lost 
to Winona State in a very close 
game. 
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junior guard ryan rozell helped the dragons to a 58-56 victory 
against the University of mary with a fadeaway jumper with three 
seconds left in the game. Rozell finished with 14 points in the game.
notes from nemzek
Depleted Dragons 
split games over weekend
By rYAn STieG
Staff Writer
By looking at the MSUM 
basketball team, a fan would 
probably think the team is on 
life support. 
The Dragons have been hit 
hard by the injury bug recent-
ly, including a season-ending 
injury to senior Blake Strouth, 
and are hobbling to the fin-
ish. With so many injuries, the 
Dragons needed their other 
players to come up big, and 
on Saturday they did, giving 
them a hard-earned split. 
Their first opponent was 
nationally ranked Northern 
State. 
The Wolves jumped out to a 
large lead, and held a 12-point 
lead at the break.  
In the second half, the 
Dragons out-rebounded and 
overwhelmed by the Wolves. 
MSUM struggled on offense 
managing only eight points in 
12 minutes. They continued 
to battle hard before falling 
76-51. 
“We were pretty banged 
up,” head coach Stu Engen 
said. “We struggled offen-
sively, and we got some new 
guys trying new things. We 
are pretty much starting over 
right now, and that’s hard to 
do against a top 25 team.”
Against Mary, the Dragons 
continued to struggle on 
offense, managing only 24 
points in the first half.
In the second half, every 
time the Marauders scored, 
the Dragons had an answer, 
usually coming from the 
hands of sharpshooters junior 
Ryan Rozell and sophomore 
Andy Thompson. With just a 
few seconds left, the Dragons 
set up for a last shot. 
The ball got to Rozell who 
threw up a prayer that fell 
through the net to give MSUM 
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Spring break hopefuls seek fit bodies
Your locally owned off sale
Open 10 am to 10 pm
2511 12th Ave. S. Moorhead    218-236-9494
BUSY BUBBLES
LOWEST PRICE EVER
RED HOT DEAL!!!!
$15.00 A MONTH
UNLIMITED TANNING
MINIMUM 3 MONTH REQUIREMENT
Visit http://www.washandtan.com
MSUM students and faculty 
who exercise regularly will 
notice a greater number of 
people at the gym this time of 
year, and it’s not only because 
of overeating during the holi-
days.
With spring semester in full 
swing at MSUM, an increas-
ing number of students have 
been working out and slim-
ming down. Spring break is 
fast approaching and students 
want to get their bodies in 
shape for the beach.
“Spring break is right 
around the corner, so they just 
want to lose a couple pounds 
and get fit,” said Rory Seeman, 
a staff member at the Dragon 
Wellness Center.
Rory has noticed an influx in 
clients at the Wellness Center 
as well as in the fitness pro-
grams offered. Several classes 
are offered throughout the 
week including trim and tone, 
kickboxing and awesome abs, 
which Rory instructs.
New this semester at the 
Wellness Center is the beach 
busters program, which offers 
clients a specialist to train with 
in cardio, weights and nutri-
tion for a small fee.
“It is specifically designed 
to get people the body they 
want in time for spring break,” 
Seeman said.
The number of clients has 
gone up at Nemzek after win-
ter break as well.
“There is definitely an 
increase in the number of stu-
dents participating in intra-
murals, partially due to spring 
break approaching,” said Kody 
Krautkremer, sports coordina-
tor at the intramurals office in 
Nemzek.
“Volleyball and basket-
ball are the most popular,” 
Krautkremer said. “Basketball 
alone has 23 teams in one 
league, 15 in another and 10 
women’s teams.”
The number of students 
using the Nemzek weight 
and cardio rooms has also 
increased.
Options are available at 
both the Wellness Center and 
Nemzek for students to get 
the body they want for spring 
break.
For students who want to 
get fit but don’t know where 
to start, they can talk to an 
attendant at Nemzek or the 
Wellness Center. They have 
access to a variety of health 
information to get on the right 
track.
“Students are trying to get 
the old spring break body, 
I’ve talked to a lot of kids.” 
Seeman said. “I’ve had a lot of 
them come up to me for infor-
mation about getting fit. The 
information is out there.”
Students feel the burn
By MARK KELLER
Staff Writer
Keller can be reached 
at kellerma@mnstate.edu. AMAndA BRAud / ThE AdvocATE
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Now Hiring
Old Broadway is hiring bartend-
ers, doorman, day servers, and 
night servers. Night servers start at 
$6.00 per hour plus tips. Apply in 
person at 22 Broadway, Fargo, ND.
* #1 Spring Break Website! 4 & 7 
night trips. Low prices guaranteed. 
Group discounts for 8+. Book 20 
people, get 3 free trips! Campus 
reps needed. www.StudentCity.
com or 800-293-1445.
Travel
Misc.
PREGNANT? You have options. 
Pregnancy testing, counseling, 
limited ultrasound exams – Free & 
Confidential. 701.237.6530 (Fargo) 
or www.firstchoiceclinic.com.
Now Renting
UPSCALE DOWNTOWN LIVING 
- 1, 2 or 3 bdrm / 2 bath apart-
ments featuring garages / indoor 
parking, central air, private laun-
dry units, from $600/mo. Sorry, 
No Pets! Call 701-239-2603 for 
further information.
Looking for energetic students to 
work early evening hours clean-
ing office buildings. Shifts are 2 
to 4 hours Monday thru Friday 
after 5 p.m. with all weekends off. 
Apply in person at PBS, 3431 4th 
Avenue SW, Suite C.
Dave’s Southside Tap
Now hiring exp. Bartenders, serv-
ers, and cooks. Pick up job appli-
cations at 803 Belsly Blvd. across 
from the Grand Inn Motel in South 
Moorhead or call 701-866-2124.
Near Campus! 3-5 bedroom 
houses near MSU-M! Signing 
Leases Now for 2008. 
Call 701.412.8579.
Classifiedsq
 PhoTos By AMAndA BRAud / ThE AdvocATE
Above, students exercise in the Wellness center on 
Monday night. Many students have been visiting the 
Wellness center to get in shape for spring break, 
which is from March 3 to 7. 
new this semester at the Wellness center is the 
beach busters program, which offers clients a spe-
cialist to train with in cardio, weights and nutrition 
for a small fee. 
Left, sophomore Kameron Peters spots junior Tyler 
Isaackson during a weight lifting set. 
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4NOW covers 100% of the cost of birth control, emergency contraception, annual
exams and more. That means you pay zero. So what are you waiting for? If you’re a
student or working woman living paycheck to paycheck, chances are very good that
you qualify for this awesome new program. If you’re a Minnesota resident, find out if
you’re eligible today. Call 1.800.230.PLAN or go to ppmns.org/4NOW.
Kiss birth control costs good-bye for now.
4NOW is part of the Minnesota Family Planning Program.
IFO, FrOm FrOnT
Make Your
Voice Heard
Run For Student Elections 
Filing Opens Feb. 18th 8:30 am
And Closes March 7th 4:30 pm 
MSUM Student Senate
File @ www.mnstate.edu/stusen
CMU 116B     (218) 477-2150 
Questions?
E-mail Maria
At Camargma@gmail.com
Phillips thinks the agree-
ment might not be the best in 
the views of the faculty, but 
that it is a step forward.
“The salary increases will 
help us stop falling behind in 
compensation,” she said. “I 
don’t believe they will move 
us forward very much, if at 
all, but at least the continuing 
slide has stopped.”
As he looks to the future, 
Flores-Ibarra said that he 
hopes the situation in upcom-
ing years will look better. 
“If the legislature is gener-
ous with MnSCU in the next 
biennium it would be repre-
hensible for the office of the 
chancellor to allocate money 
in a way that local campuses 
may face deficits,” he said.
IFO hopes that in the future 
the legislative appropriation 
to the MnSCU system will be 
larger to avoid such confron-
tational negotiations again. 
The current contract nego-
tiations seem to be coming to 
a close with a peaceful com-
promise.
Stulken can be reached
at stulketi@mnstate.edu.
